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QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

May 16, 2024
The Quarterly Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Chairman, Michael Joiner, at _10:04_ a.m.

The following persons were in attendance:

	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	Chairman Michael Joiner
	Ellis Bourque
	Ashley J. Tullier
	Julie Richard-Spencer -Legal Counsel

	Carl Bourgeois
	Aubrey Brand 
	Diana Cutrer
	Crystal Carter

	Kevin Brown 
	Wayne LaFleur 
	Kristen Hoffman
	Faith Hayes

	Doyle(Lynn) Solly
	Todd Billiot 
	Kayleigh Smith 
	DJ Berger

	Terry Smith 
	Richard Paulk 
	Glen Gremillion
	Mitch LeBas

	Johnnie Marcade  
	
	Jim York
	Jay Huckabee

	
	
	Nicholas Dykes
	Jared Gaines

	
	
	Stephen Campbell
	Margherita Orsot

	
	
	William Easterling
	Austin Love

	
	
	Fred Fontenot 
	Roy Young

	
	
	Blaine Matte
	

	
	
	Pat Olivier
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


INVOCATION: Terry Smith
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL: Diana Cutrer
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MOTION:      TO ADOPT MAY 16, 2024, AGENDA.
MOTION:
CARL BOURGEOIS
SECOND:      TERRY SMITH
MOTION:      CARRIED 
ENFORCEMENT
A.) Requested to appear before the Board—Austin Love  

Mr. Austin Love was called before the Board for a formal hearing for Master Natural Gas Fitter work without a license. 

MOTION: 
 Violation stands with an amendment that Mr.   

Love contact the SPBLA Executive Director for further    

instructions on what a Journeyman repair business can  

and cannot do on a job.    
MOTION:
 TERRY SMITH
SECOND: 
 CARL BOURGEOIS  
MOTION:       CARRIED    
PREVIOUS MINUTES

PC:
NONE
MOTION:
TO ACCEPT FEBRUARY 29, 2024, MINUTES AS RECORDED. 


MOTION:
TERRY SMITH


SECOND:
JOHNNIE MARCADE


MOTION: 
CARRIED
FINANCIAL REPORT

A.) Financial Report – Diana Cutrer
PC:
NONE

MOTION:
TO ACCEPT THE FINANCIAL REPORT AS RECORDED.



MOTION:
CARL BOURGEOIS 


SECOND:
DOYLE SOLLY 



MOTION:
CARRIED
B.) Amended budget—Executive Director-Ashley Jones
PC:
NONE

MOTION:
TO ACCEPT THE AMENDED BUDGET AS RECORDED.


MOTION:
TERRY SMITH


SECOND:
JOHNNIE MARCADE


MOTION:
CARRIED

ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT
The Advisory Committee Co-Chairman, Mr. Aubrey Brand, reported that the committee voted on the bylaws, and all were accepted. The committee continued the discussion on current legislation.      

ENFORCEMENT OFFICER REPORT

The enforcement officers each gave their reports.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

I want to update the public on the online renewal portal. We have been working with IT and developers and can expect to make automatic payments next renewal season instead of waiting for approval and following a link to make payment. Also, the Board has the intention on allowing for online applications through the portal which you may expect to see in 2025. 

At the last Board meeting, I reported that we started dual examinations per the public's request. I believe the request was a concern for people who were interested in taking both exams at the same time. Since January we have held two dual journeyman and natural gas examinations and based on the roster records there has not been anyone to date who has taken both examinations on the same day. We will continue to monitor, and I will report back at the end of the year. 

I want to provide a quick legislative update regarding the 2024 Legislative Session. The legislative session was exceptionally busy, with a wide range of bills and policies being discussed and implemented. We had roughly 26 bills this year either dealing specifically with licensure or the functions of Boards and Commissions. Despite the challenges, we managed to make decent progress and achieve some key objectives. Overall, it was a productive session. We focused this year on the reputation of the Board itself and the relations that we have at the Capitol. The Commerce Committee alone probably has 80% new committee members with a new Chairman. But I can tell you that on two occasions on record Representatives have stated that the Board has come a long way and that essentially, we’ve done a good job, which helps set the tone with the new representatives. 

Of the 26 bills I wanted to further discuss the two that we receive the most phone calls on. 

Firstly, HB959 which was specific to the sunset of all licensures except those in the medical field. That bill did not make it to the committee. The Rep supplied a substitute bill that focused on one specific Board so we can lay that to rest. 

Secondly, HB753 relative to Plumbing is pending final senate passage, in short. 

1. The bill will rename the tradesman license to a Repair Plumber limited license and will expand the scope to allow for repair plumbers to install, repair, and maintain without the supervision of a journeyman plumber but under the employ of a Master. 

2. The bill changes the engineer position to be held by a mechanical engineer. 

3. The bill adds two additional seats for members of the public to be nominated by the House and Senate. 

4. The bill removes the Executive Directors' authority to submit nominations for the tradesman residential plumber. The bill specifically states the Governor will appoint that seat on the Board.  

5. The bill changes the nominating authority from LDH to LSUCCC regarding the inspector seat. 

Regular Session will end Monday, June 3rd, 2024, at 6:00 pm and I will provide information on bills that become ACTS at that time. 

To conclude my report:

I think it's important to explain to our licensees that while representatives and senators may appreciate our input and expertise, ultimately, decisions in politics are often influenced by various factors beyond just information. Politics, including considerations like public opinion, party agendas, and lobbying efforts, can heavily impact the outcome of legislative decisions.
The office is preparing for the Department of Labor audit ensuring the laws and regulations are being followed. 
OLD BUSINESS

A.) 2025 CPE Train The Trainer Event Location— Chairman, Michael Joiner
PC:

NONE

MOTION:
TO ACCEPT THE MARGARITAVILLE RESORT AS THE 2025 TRAIN THE TRAINER EVENT LOCATION



MOTION:
TERRY SMITH


SECOND:
DOYLE SOLLY


MOTION:
CARRIED
B.) Exam Reports

1.) TRADESMAN EXAMINATION

a.) May 11, 2024—Secretary/Treasurer, Rickey Fabra 

2.) JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS

a.) March 26, 2024— Executive Director, Ashley Jones

b.) April 13, 2024—Carl Bourgeois

c.) April 20, 2024—Terry Smith

d.) April 27, 2024— Executive Director, Ashley Jones

3.) MASTER PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS

a.) March 14, 2024—Johnnie Marcade

b.) April 11, 2024—Johnnie Marcade

c.) May 4, 2024—Jake Causey

4.) NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION


a.) April 13, 2024—Carl Bourgeois

b.) April 20, 2024—Terry Smith

5.) MASTER NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION

a.) April 30, 2024—
Johnnie Marcade 
NEW BUSINESS
A.)  NEW ONLINE CREDIT CARD PROCESSOR, COASTLINE—JARED GAINES
PC:

NONE

MOTION: 
TO ACCEPT COASTLINE AS THE NEW CREDIT CAD PROCESSOR FOR ONLINE RENEWALS.  
MOTION: 
TERRY SMITH  

SECOND: 
CARL BOURGEOIS 
MOTION: 
CARRIED

B.) EXAMINATIONS—TERRY SMITH

Mr. Smith presented two items for the Board to discuss.
1. Since the board now has reciprocal agreements with Arkansas and Texas, and those states include gas with the plumbing license, do those states have more of a streamlined process for testing that includes the gas endorsement that we could investigate to make our exams more streamlined? Just curious if the other states were doing something different to reduce the time between the plumbing exam and the gas exam.  
--Present to the Exam Committee--To check into the streamlining of the Journeyman and Natural Gas Fitter Exams to include both plumbing and natural gas on one exam so as to mimic other states, if possible.
2. The other issue is with the residential plumber, these license holders will be allowed to do rough-ins and currently the tradesmen are not being tested on rough-ins. We need to have a vehicle for the guys who are going to be residential plumbers, they should be tested on rough-ins.
--Present the Exam Committee--To update the Tradesman exam to include rough-ins.    
PC: 

NONE 

MOTION: 
TO PRESENT THE TWO ITEMS TO THE EXAM COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER REVIEW AND OR ACTION.  
MOTION: 
TERRY SMITH
SECOND: 
JOHNNIE MARCADE 
MOTION: 
CARRIED
C.) UNCLASSIFIED PERSONNEL MERIT INCREASE—Chairman Michael Joiner
PC: 

NONE
MOTION:  
TO AWARD UNCLASSIFED PERSONNEL A 4% INCREASE AND THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR A 10% INCREASE. 

MOTION: 
TERRY SMITH
SECOND: 
JOHNNIE MARCADE
MOTION:
CARRIED
NEXT BOARD MEETING DATE
August 22, 2024
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:
TO ADJOURN THE QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING 
MOTION:
TERRY SMITH   
SECOND:
JOHNNIE MARCADE  
MOTION:
CARRIED






Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







Michael Joiner, Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

